
BOOK REVIEWS 

The Eastern Question : an Historical Study in European Diplomacy. 
By J. A. R. Marriott, M.P., for the City of Oxford, Clarendon 
Press, 1917. l2/6 net. 456 pages. 

Although the Ottomans commenced their invasion of Europe more 
than a century before the taking of Constantinople, responsible his- 
torians show a tendency to make that event the starting-point of the 
“Eastern Question,” Le:, the question how the Turks are to be dis- 
possessed of the territories which they have appropriated, and who is 
to be installed in their place. For a time there was some chance of 
the question being settled by the absorption of all Europe in the 
Ottoman Empire; but that danger disappeared iis the seventeenth 
century reached its close, and since the beginning of the nineteenth 
the solution of the question has been advancing by leaps and bounds. 
Nor have we abandoned the hope that the termination of the present 
war will include the final settlement of the problem. 

Mr. Marriott, who is well known as a historian and a publicist, 
traces the history of the question to its commencement, and owing 
to his vast knowledge of modern Europe and its affairs, and his great 
skill as a writer, has produced a most interesting book, which few 
readers will leave unfinished. It is natural that he should enter more 
fully into detail the nearer he approaches our time; two-thirds of his 
space is occupied with the period which commences with Napo- 
leon’s activities; one-half with that which commences with the 
Crimean War. One would gladly have his opinion about that war, 
which so great a master of foreign politics as the late Lord Salisbury 
declared to have been so far as Great Britain was concerned a mis-  
take; “England put her money on the wrong horse.” Mr. Marriott 
does not contravene that judgment, but attacks Kinglake for main- 
taining that the British Cabinet were hoodwinked by Napoleon 111. 
Nevertheless he appears to accept the view that Napoleon 111’s 
motives for goipg to war with Russia were personal and dynastic; 
if then the action of the British government of the time in supporting 
him has not been justified by the event, they must have been de- 
ceived by some persons or some thing. 

The impression left on the mind by this study in European diplo- 
macy is not favourable to the ability of those who have been actively 
engaged therein. The Berlin Congress of 1878 was the crown of 
Lord Beaconfield’s career as a statesman; his personality, says Mr. 
Marriott, dominated the Congress, and he won the whole-hearted 
admiration of Bismarck. Yet his Anglo-Turkish Convention, con- 
cluded just before the Congress, was described by Mr. Gladstone 
as an insane convention; and though this phrase produced a violent 
retort, a convention which permanently alienated the parties to  it, 
and appears otherwise to have produced little good, was perhaps not 
entirely unworthy of the epithet. The Treaty of Berlin which was 
the result of the labours of that Congress, has according to Mr. 
Marriott’s showing been the cause of evils avoided by the Treaty of 
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San Stefano, which i t  superseded. What we should infer is doubtless 
not that the statesmen were incapable, but that the most capable men 
cannot foretell the future, which, in part, is the result of treaties and 
the like, in part, of factors which are obscure or wholly unknown. 

That in a book which covers so great an area of both space and time 
there should be some statements which suggest doubts is natural. 
On p. 38 there is the following note: 

“Only to Europeans are the Ottomans known as ‘Turks,’ a name, 
among themselves, of contempt.” 

This-for which the authority of Messrs. Hogarth and Gibbons is 
quoted-is surprising. Sam Pasha, whose dictionary must be in- 
tended for his countrymen, since it is Turkish-Turkish, calls it Qamus 
Turki, and in his article on the word Turk calls i t  the name of a 
mighty nation celebrated for world-conquering-which should not 
imply any contempt! In  the Egyptian press the name is used with 
the same frequency and the same signification as in the European. 
On p. 294 speaking of the first promulgation of the Turkish Constitu- 
tion the author says: 

“Profuse in professions and promises of reform, the Porte, with 
delicious irony, selected this moment for the promulgation of a brand 
new and full-blown parliamentary constitution, but it stubbornly re- 
fused to allow Europe to superintend the execution of the reforms.” 

The charge that “Midhat’s Constitution” was a device to defeat 
the Conference of the Powers about to assemble in Constantinople 
has been met by the statement of Sir Henry Elliot, then ambassador, 
that the project of the Constitution had been put before him twelve 
months before there was any question of a conference. A similar 
judgment is passed on the revived Constitution of 1008, p. 391: 

“The revival of the constitution was little more than an ingenious 
device for appeasing Liberal sentiment abroad, while furnishing a 
pretext for the abrogation of the historic rights of the Christian 
nationalities a t  home.” 

The sole record of that event from the inside which we appear to 
possess is the Memoirs of Nyazi, put into English by Mr. E. F. Knight 
in his book “The Awakening of Turkey.” Much as we regret the 
results of the reintroduction of the Constitution, that work by no 
means suggests that they were contemplated by those who brought 
it about. In revolutions it is unfortunately by no means only the 
first step which costs. The later steps are likely to increase in costli- 
ness. 

Mr. Marriott naturally finds the primary and most essential factor 
in the problem (the Eastern Question) the presence, embedded in the 
living flesh of Europe, of an alien substance. “That substance is the 
Ottoman Turk, akin to the European family neither in creed, in  race, 
in language, in social customs, nor in political aptitudes and tradi- 
tions.” The fact is, as Mr. Marriott’s work amply demonstrates, 
that the Turk has never lacked Europcan allies against other Euro- 
pean powers; his presence may have been productive of disorders, 
but disorders preceded his arrival, and for many which followed it 
he was not responsible. Queen Elizabeth regarded him as her natural 
ally against the idolaters; Pope Pius I1 thought that paexillurn aquae 
“a little drop of baptismal water” would be sufficient to transform 
Mohammed I1 into the greatest of Christian potentates, who would 
help him to bring the Greek Christians to order. 

Mr. Marriott has traced the rise and thc fortiines of the Balkan 
states with great lucidity and sympathy, and greatly facilitated our 
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understanding of the part which each has played in the present war. 
His work should count as the standard treatise on its subject not alone 
in this country. 

Turkey and the War. By Vladimir Jabotinsky. London, T. Fisher 

This work from the point of view of quantity is highly priced; for 
it cannot contain much more than 30,000 words, being loosely printed, 
and having an unusual number of blank pages. The author maintains 
that “the present war owes its birth directly and beyond doubt to  
the problem of the Near and Middle East,” and since the problem 
which the war is to solve is the partition of the Ottoman Empire, 
he states how it should be divided. He pleads that Germany must 
not be left out in the partition after the war has ended with a victory 
for the Allies, but should be allowed special commercial privileges in 
Anatolia, the only country which is to remain Turkish. Since he 
assigns Constnntinople and the Dardanelles to Russia, it might be 
thought that Russia would require access by land to  the present 
Turkish capital; but he replies that “the Black Sea fleet will be equal 
to the task of connecting the little colony to the great metropolis” 
(Petrograd?). In  general his division of the Ottoman Empire does 
not differ from that which many persons suppose the Entente Powers 
to have in view. The writer appears to discuss these problems with 
some personal acquaintance with Eastern countries. Since the war 
had started some months before Turkey took any part therein, his 
theory that the Eastern Question is its direct cause requires some 
modification. Frederick the Great admitted that he made war pour 
faire parler de moi;  and this mighty motive is sufficient to explain the 
action of his successor. 

Oxford, England. D. S. MARGOLIOUTH. 
Turkey, Greece and the Great Powers: A Study in Friendship and 

Hate. By G. F. Abbott. With maps. London: Robert 
Scott, Paternoster Row. Pp. 384. 7/6 net. 1916. 

The author of this interesting volume is a Cambridge prizeman who 
went to Macedonia for investigation into the folklore of that country 
in 1900; he was special correspondent for the press in southeastern 
Europe and in India; more recently he had experience in the Tripoli 
hinterland. The book consists of two parts; the first of which deals 
with Turkey and the great powers in their diplomatic relations; the 
second part is the story, not yet complete, of Greece. The author’s 
conclusion may or may not be justified by the close of events. 
“The Allies found King Constantine a hero in the eyes of his sub- 
jects; they have niade him a martyr. Every insult that has been 
inflicted upon him has added a new ray to the halo which already 
surrounded his head. The Powers may expel him from the throne of 
Greece, as they expelled Otho: no human power can now expel him 
from her heart. I t  may be stated, not as a rhetorical flourish, but 
as a demonstrated fact, that the most effective propagandist the 
Kaiser has had in Greece has been the Allied Fleet. A policy of 
terrorism is a mistaken policy always, and never more egregiously 
mistaken then when applied to a sensitive and high-spirited people.” 
In  the earlier chapters we learn how the annals of European diplo- 
macy in Turkey reek with “Bakbshesh,” and also to what humyia- 
tions the arrogant spirit of the Turk compelled Christian ambassa- 
dors. He says : “Essentially, Frenchmen, Englishmen, Russians 

D. S. MARGOLIOUTH. 

Unwin, 1917. 6/- net. 264 pages. 
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and Germans might all be dogs; but there are degrees of caninity.” 
To trace these subtle differentiations to  their historic sources, and to 
show their bearing upon the present European situation is the auth- 
01’s task. He gives in order the relations of France with Turkey, or 
Russia, of England (he means Great Britain) and the Germanic 
Powers. Although we may not agree with all his conclusions there 
are references to sources on nearly every page. The author’s style 
is very readable and he is fond of piquant narratives. One finishes 
the volume by concluding that in this careful study of diplomatic 
relations no pot can call the kettle black. 

We miss, however, any sort of preface and a chronological table 
of events and the index was hurriedly put together. 

A Historical Geography of the British Dependencies. Vol. M. 
India. Part I. History to the End of the East India Company. 
By P. E. Roberts. Oxford University Press (415 pages). 6/6d. 

It is not quite easy to say what should be meant by a historical” 
geography. It may perhaps best be defined as a geographical 
description, each feature of which is illuminated and elucidated by 
history, so enabling the reader to understand how foregoing events 
and persons have helped to make the land, its features and condi- 
tions, what they have been a t  different stages of its history, and now 
are. One of the best examples of this is Sir George Adam Smith‘s 
“Historical Geography of Palestine.” To carry out such a work 
successfully demands a high degree of knowledge, backed by per- 
sonal experience and scientific imagination. The writer of such a 
work for India has yet to appear. In  this particular volume we have 
a useful sketch of the history of India as an introduction to its geog- 
raphy. But the sketch might serve equally well for general reading; 
in fact, the execution of its illustrative maps is rather a disappointing 
feature. The history, as such, is well and clearly told within its 
limits, and the chief issues and personalities are thoughtfully and 
impartially discussed, so that i t  forms a useful manual for the general 
reader or teacher. 

An Official Guide to Eastern Asia. Compiled by The Imperial 
Japanese Government Railways. Tokyo. Vol. I ,  Manchuria 
and Chosen, pp. 448, 1913. Yen 7. Vol. 11, S. W. Japan, pp. 58, 
1914, Yen 5. Vol. 111, N. E. Japan, pp. 497, 1914. Yen 5. 
Vol. IV, China, pp. 538, 1915. Yen 7. 

These four volumes form a series to be completed by a fifth and last 
volume of the series which will be on the East Indies. As this-covers 
a part of the world almost wholly Moslem and well-nigh unknown 
to most readers, the last volume Ot the series will be of the greatest 
interest, but in every respect the maps, numerous illustrations and 
general get-up of these guide books are equal, if not superior, to the 
familiar Baedeker. It must have been no easy task to set up these 
books in type into good English with innumerable words in Japanese, 
Korean, Russian, and Chinese interspersed. Tables of statistics 
are introduced, fares and charges set forth in detail, routes, hotels, 
means of communication, and articles on industries and products as 
well as items which concern themselves with the inhabitants of the 
various districts. The history, customs, and languages are dealt 
with, and complete sets of maps and towns are provided, while in 
each case the book closes with vocabularies and phrases in English, 

S. M. ZWEMER. 
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Russian, Chinese, and Japanese and an index. We wish the .Japanese 
would prepare a guide book equally correct and compact for Western 
Asia. There is nothing of the kind for the traveller who visits Persia, 
Turkey and Arabia. 

From Constantinople to the Home of Omar Khayyam. By Prof. 
A. V. Williams Jackson. (Columbia University, U. S. A.) 
Published by the Macmillan Company, New York. Pp. 305. 
1911. 

Professor A. 1’. Williams Jackson in this book gives an account of 
“Travel in Transcaucasia and Northern Persia for Historic and Lit- 
erary Research.” Though the book appeared so long ago as 1911 
it has only recently been sent for review, and readers of THE Mos- 
LEM WOELD who may not already have seen it, will appreciate having 
their attention drawn to  it. Besides being profusely and beauti- 
fully illustrated, the work is written in such a charming manner as 
to carry the reader along and make its perusal a real pleasure. The 
double purpose of the author-to give an account of his travels 
and to record the result of his researches-has been most happily 
accomplished, and the book will undoubtedly remain for long a 
standard work of reference. A word of criticism may be added on 
the author’s treatment of the question relating to the “City of Tus.” 
Had the work been a mere record of travel this might be allowed to 
pass, but seeing that the object of the pilgrimage was largely his- 
torical research, one cannot but feel that the subject has not been 
sufficiently considered by the author. Prof. Jackson writes (p. a%), 
“It is clear that the ruined site of Tus . . . formed part of the 
borough of Tabaran, an important section of the town in Firdausi’s 
day, when the city covered a large area comprising several thickly 
populated centres, as we know from oriental geographers of the tenth 
century, or the period covering the better portion of the poet’s life. 
According to the authority of Zstikhri and Zbn Haukal a t  that time, 
as cited in the preceding chapter (p. 467), four boroughs-Radkan, 
Tabaran, Bazdghur, and Naukan-made up the metropolis of his- 
torical Tus.” 

Now Naukan must be identified with Noghan-lying near the pres- 
ent Mashad, fifteen miles southeast of Tus (see p. 485): “Radkan 
is represented, in part at least, by the settlement of that name, 
nearly twenty miles northwest of the historic city (Tus).” That there 
ever existed a city of Tus which stretched thirty-five miles from near 
Mashad to Radkan is incredible. While Prof. Jackson in speaking 
of Tus as a metropolis containing four boroughs, may have erred in 
good company, it might have occurred to one going over the actual 
ground that there must be a mistake somewhere. When the Arab 
geographers spoke of Tus as containing four townships, they were 
speaking of the district of Tus, which was one of the districts of 
Khorasan.* Yakut t called i t  a “province” (.&lap). 

All this, however, is a small matter in comparison with the great 
extent of ground covered by the author, We can most warmly 
recommend the book to any one who desires to visit the lands spoken 
of in imagination and return with a store of interesting information 
and many happy memories. 

W. R. W. GARDNER. 

See Subh al A’ska, Vol. IV, p. S89 f .  Government Press. Cairo, 1914. 
t Vol. VIII. p. SP7. 
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Through Russian Central Asia. By Stephen Graham. Pp. 298. 

The author has given us an inside view of the great Moslem centres 
in Asiatic Russia, especially the four great cities of Turkestan, 
Bokhara, Khiva, Samarkand, and Tashkent. For many years he 
has lived in Russia and therefore shows a deep sympathy with Rus- 
sian character, life and culture. It is a new world that is opened up 
to the reader in these fascinating pages. “We reached Askabad,” 
he says, “the first great city of Turkestan, about eleven o’clock at 
night, and its platform presented an extraordinary scene. The whole 
forty-five minutes of our stay it was crowded with all the peoples 
of Central Asia-Persians, Russiam, Afghans, Tekintsi, Bokharese, 
Khivites, Turkomans-and every one had in his hand, or on his dress, 
or in his turban roses. The whole long pavement was fragrant with 
rose odours.” 

Mr. Graham has a way of describing things which is to be envied. 
Here is a picture of Islam in Bokhara. “The train entered the 
Russian Protectorate of Bokhara, and the population changed. 
From Askabad the natives had special cattle-trucks afforded them, 
and they sat on planks stretched over trestles; they were Sarts, 
Bokharese, Jews, Afghans. Into my carriage came two Mohamme- 
dan scholars going to Bokhara city. They washed their hands, spread 
carpets on one side of the carriage, knelt on the other, said their 
prayers, prostrated themselves. Then they took out a copy of the 
Koran, and one read to the other in a sonorous and poetical voice 
all the way to the city-they were Sarts, a very ancient tribe of Aryan 
extraction, some of the finest looking people of Central Asia, tall, 
dignified, wrinkled, wearing gorgeous cloaks and snowy turbans. 
The two in my carriage had, apparently, several wives in another 
compartment, as they each carried a sheaf of tickets. The women 
hereabout were very strictly in their charchafs. There was no peep- 
ing out or peering round the corner, such as one sees in Turkey, but 
an absolute black blotting out of face and form. When you looked 
at five or six sitting patiently side by side, each and all in voluminous 
green cloaks, and where the faces should appear a black mask the 
d o u r  and appearance of an oven-shelf, you felt a horror as if the gaze 
had rested on corpses or on the plague-stricken.” He does not ideal- 
ize Islam, admits the backwardness of its civilization, criticises 
Carlyle’s picture of the Prophet as fanciful, and yet he has the true 
heart of a missionary and sees the best. “If the peoples of the world 
could be seen as part of a great design of embroidery on the garment 
of God, it wou!d probably be seen that Mohammedanism a t  the 
present moment is part of the beauty of the pattern and the amazing 
labyrinthine scheme. It is not a rent, not a disfigurement. . . . 
The Mohammedans, those many millions, are potential Christians, 
a set of people remaining in error because our missionary enterprise 
is not sufficient to bring them to the Light.” 

The whole of the region which he describes from the Caspian Sea 
to  the borders of the Chinese Empire is practically unoccupied by 
missions. Everywhere he travelled Islam was dominant, not only 
in the great cities but among the tent dwellers as far as the Siberian 
border. A large part of the way he tramped on foot and lived very 
close to the people. “In one village,” he writes, “I saw a pitiful 
sight-almost naked Kirghiz women treading wet niud and manure 
into stuff for fuel blocks. They looked astonishingly bestial and 
degraded. You could not feel that they had any soul or stood in any 

$%.%. New York: Macmilh.  1916. 
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way above the animals.” The book was written before the war broke 
out but in the appendix the writer expressed his hope for a perma- 
nent Anglo-Russian unity that will benefit both Empires and help 
for ward humanity . 

The book has a good index but the map is unsatisfactory. 
S. M. Z. 

The Origin of the Islamic State : Translated from the Arabic “ Kifdb 
New 

Price, 

The hopes of a critical work raised by the first title of this volume 
are modified when it is realised that it is a straightforward translation 
of Al-Baladhuri’s well-known history with practically no note or com- 
ment. As a translation however it is admirable, “Futtih al-Buldiin” 
is one of the best early sources of our knowledge of the beginnings 
of Islam, and, though subject of course to  the revisions of modern 
criticism, is indispensable to the student. The Arabic text in the 
translation used is the standard one published half a century ago by 
De Gooje, and marginal references are given throughout to the page- 
numbering. Dr. Hitti as a Syrian naturally has great advantages in 
grappling with the occasional obscurities which intrude in the middle 
of an otherwise generally clear style, and. he is to be complimented 
also on the excellence of his English. One might desiderate more con- 
sistency in the transliteration of proper names. Sometimes the 
Anglicized form is given with the Arabic in brackets, sometimes just 
the opposite. Thus in consecutive lines we find: “Heraclius [Hirakl]” 
and “Hims [Emesa]”; again “Jordan [al-Urdunn]” and “Ma’ab 
[Moab].” This is our only criticism on a most valuable addition 
to the none too large collection of translations of leading Arabic works. 
We may add that the index, always an essential feature, seems full 
and complete. 

The Life and Religion of Mohammed the Prophet of Arabia. By 
Rev. F. J. L. Menezes Criest of the Diocese of Mangalore, Inha.  
Pp. 194. Published by Sands and Co., London. 1911. 

The author in his preface declares that the contents of his book are 
not original; but are compiled from the best and most trustworthy 
authors who have written on the subject. He has endeavored to  
state the “bare facts” of the leading features of Islam, and of the life 
of its prophet without “partisanship or prejudice.” 

His aim is to place these facts before the “sixty million of his fel- 
low countrymen who blindly follow Mohammed as the heaven sent 
prophet, and who adhere to Islam as the one divinely revealed religion 
and the only way of salvation,” that they “may open their eyes, 
and behold how they are deceived, and consequently take the neces- 
sary steps towards finding a better leader and a more certain way of 
salvation.” 

He apologizes for having to publish facts which “will not prove 
pleasant reading to followers and admirers of the prophets” but 
“utterly disclaims” the intention of offering any insult to him or 
his followers, “or of vilifying the religion he has taught.” 

The book is divided into five parts, the first two of which are 
devotcd to  the life of Mohammed with a brief survey of the Caliphate. 
The vlew adopted in the book is that the prophet was an impostor 
whose life and actions were influenced by his desire for eminence 

Futzih al-Bulddn” of Al-Baladhuri by P. K. Hitti, Ph.D. 
York: Columbia University, Longmans, Green and Co. 
$4.00. 

R. F. MCNEILE. 
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amongst men. His preaching of the one true god, denunciation of 
idolatry, teaching of the equality of man with precepts of charity, 
forbidding of alcohol and usury justify his claim as a religious teacher. 
The following sentence is rather misleading: 

“The burying of women alive with the veil was unknown in Arabia 
before this horrible custom was introduced later on by Mohammed.” 

Part three is devoted to  a consideration of the Koran and the doc- 
trine and practice of Islam. Part four entitled “The sects of Islam” 
is a survey of the many divisions in the world of Islam and includes 
the following definition of Sufiism: i t  “is a Moslem adaptation of the 
Vedanta Hindu philosophy allied with the philosophy of Bhuddism 
together with some doctrines and practices borrowed from the 
early Christian anchorites.” 

Part five is a “familiar and friendly talk” addressed to the authors’ 
friends and fellow countrymen, the Mohammedans of India 
“wherein he re-states his apology stating definitely that Mohammed 
was an impostor, and urging his readers to forsake the error and false- 
hood of Islam for the salvation found in the “Holy Roman Catholic 
religion. ” 

Von Alexandria Nach Khartum eine Nilfahrt Von Wilhelm von 
Baensch. Pp. 8%. Kairwan und Sud-Tunesien mit Tripoli. 
Von Anina von Baensch. Pp. 135. Zurich: Druck und Verlag: 
Art. Institut Orell Fussli. 1916. 

These two illustrated and popular guide-books are of special in- 
terest to our readers in the well-known series of this firm. The illus- 
trations are from photographs but the maps, although clear, are not 
on a sufficient scale to prove really useful. Those who desire to ac- 
quaint themselves with the sacred city of Kairwan and Islam in South 
Tunis and Tripoli will have to  look far afield to find a more useful 
guide. There is a chapter on the Dervish and considerable infor- 
mation regarding conditions before the war. 

The Most Vital Mission Problem. By Fr. Schwager, S.V.D. Trans- 
Techny, Ill.: Mission 

The author is a Roman Catholic and deals with what he calls “the 
acute present danger of missionary work: namely, the success of 
Protestant effort.” In seven chapters he surveys the entire field of 
foreign missions and shows the present condition of Protestant 
work, especially in the Philippines, Japan, Korea, China, French Indo 
China, Sam, Dutch India, India and British Farther India, and in 
the Oriental Missions. In Chapter IV he deals with the defects of 
Protestant mission methods among which he classes liberalism, exag- 
geration of statistics, laxity of discipline and hasty baptism. An- 
other chapter gives a stimulating account of Protestant methods 
in awakening missionary zeal. “I do not fear,” says the author, 
“to miss the mark, if I say that the most far-reaching and character- 
istic manifestation of modern Protestant mission life is the system- 
atic and thorough study of every phase of present actual mission 
problems.” The book makes a strong appeal to Roman Catholic 
Christians for the study of missions and the consecration of money 
and life. It ends with the prayer, “Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of 
the harvest, that He send laborers into His vineyard!” In  nearly 
every field of missionary effort and in most departments of the work 

H. E. E. HAYES. 

S. M. Z. 

lated by Rev. Agatho Rolf, O.M. Cap. 
Press.S.V.D. Pp. 136. 1915. 
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Dr. Schwager admits that Protestant missions are gaining the ascend- 
ency; the following paragraphs are an interesting picture of missions 
in the Near East from the Roman Catholic standpoint: 

“Syria, the main bulwark of Catholicism for the surrounding 
territory in Asia, chiefly received its forces and means from France. 
Since the outbreak of the persecutions in France, the help from there 
has greatly diminished, and the results are beginning to show. ‘The 
enemies of our religion,’ writes Father Mattern, S.J., ‘are ruthlessly 
taking every advantage of our helplessness, and everywhere they are 
taking up the positions we had to abandon. In thirty of the villages 
where we had our schogls, for instance, the Protestants have to-day 
partly taken our place.’ 

“In Constantinople there are several middle schools aided by the 
Government and of a Catholic character, but just in the Turkish 
capital we lack a Catholic university and college that could compare 
with the splendid Robert College to which, of late, there has been 
added a school of engineering. 

“The number of Catholics in Egypt aggregate almost 90,000, with 
a personnel of 152 priests, 313 Brothers, 878 native and European 
Sisters, representing quite a powerful force-but a great number of the 
priests are engaged in the service of European Catholics and others, 
and those specifically engaged in mission work have not the necessary 
means to make their work efficient. And so, again, we are compelled 
to herald the dreary, heart-breaking story-the rich Protestant mis- 
sions are gaining the ascendency. The schisniatic Kopts, of whom 
ahout 20,250 came over to Rome, are gradually succumbing to  Protest- 
ant in%ucnce. Entirely to the point is the explanation of the Pro- 
testant theologian, Julius Boehmer, who claims that the only reason 
the Catholic missions are failing, is that they are not provided with 
the financial aid they needs must have to do their work, and he closes 
his rcport with the ominous words: There ‘is no wonder that the 
efficient and numerous Protestant niissioiiaries are driving the Catho- 
lic missionaries back farther.’ The American Presbyterian Mission 
alone, the greatcst of the Protestant missions in Egypt, has 33,000 
Christians (1  1,400 communicants), among them 400 former Moham- 
medans. Then, Cairo has two Protestant auxiliary institutes and 
the Catholics have iiotliing of like character: the Nile Mission Press, 
which spreads its literature away into Arabia and Persia; and the 
other is a school, opened in 1912, for special missionaries to work 
among the Mohammedans. The English Church mission has 6 
stations, with Cairo as central, with 10 missionaries and 13 women 
missionaries, only for work among Moslems. The Protestant mis- 
sionaries devote themselves entirely to the Mohammedans. At the 
conference for Mohninmedan missionaries a t  Lucknow (101 1) there 
were 164 active missionaries and mission Sisters, and the majority 
of them came from India. In school work and care of the sick, the 
Catholic and the Protestant missionaries are brought into contact 
more and more with the Mohammedans. The number of Moham- 
medan pupils in the Catholic schools of the Orient are several thous- 
and. That there is, however, even one Catholic priest who is engaged 
solely with the work of converting Mohammedans cannot be stated. 
Without doubt, there are mission projects of greater importance and 
more promising than converting the Mohammedans. At all events, 
this is a good proof of the intensity of Protestant and particularly the 
Anglo-Saxon mission life, that the Mohammedan mission work is 
taken in hand by the Protestants with such fiery energy.” 

s. hi .  2. 
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Arabic Simpliied. By Abdul-Fady (A. T. Upson) in collaboration 
with the Rev. John C. Wilcox, M.A., Author of H e b r m  Simpli- 
fied. Parts I-X (Lessons 1-200). With Supplementary Papers 
(A! B, etc.) for the Student of Hebrew on those points of simi- 
larity between Arabic and Hebrew which are met with as the 
Lessons proceed. Pp. 500. Privately Printed a t  the Nile Mis- 
sion Press, Cairo. 1917. 

A course of lessons according to the Interrogative Method in modern 
written Arabic. The book bears the evidence on every page of sound 
scholarship and is a correspondence course which has already become 
a conspicuous success; 348 pages are devoted to lessons and exer- 
cises in etymology and syntax; the remainder of the book consists 
of a translation of the Arabic Government text-book on syntax and 
selections from the Egyptian press. The author has shown excellent 
judgment in the selection of Arabic prose from modern newspapers 
and scientific books. The type both Arabic and English is very clear 
and we heartily commend these studies. 

A Grammar of the Nupe Language together with a Vocabulary. By 
Pp. 186. London, Society 

We are glad to call attention to this book which is commended by 
the late Resident of Nupe, H. S. Goldsniith, C.M.G., who writes: 
“Having been associated with the Nupe Province since the earliest 
days of British administration, I desire to place on record the unspar- 
ing devotion and arduous labours performed by the authors of this 
book in the interests of the Nupe people, their language, life, and 
customs. After many years’ residence amongst the Nupe people, 
they have become thoroughly conversant with their habits of thought 
and have obtained a real insight iiito the lives of these interesting and 
intelligent people. Few people have a greater knowledge of Nupe 
history. ” 

In addition to the grammar, which is in Ronianized text, there is 
a chapter on Nupe literature which throws light on the methods of 
Moslem propaganda: “For a long time it was thought that the 
Nupes possessed no literature of their own, until the discovery was 
made a few years ago that there were in existence in the Nupe country 
a number of songs written in the Aljemi character, and dating back 
about one hundred years. This bastard Arabic character called 
Aljemi is in general use in parts of North Africa, and all over the 
Western Sudan; and although it is not a t  all suited to the Nupe lan- 
guage, it has been used as the medium of circulating poems and songs 
and the Nupes can as truthfully be said to be possessed of literature 
as the Hausas, who use the same character. 

This literature consists almost entirely of religious poems or songs 
intended to be committed to memory, and embodying the special 
points in Mohammedanism that the mallams wished to impress upon 
the then pagan Nupes. Some of these songs contain curious allu- 
sions and statements which are certainly not to be found in the 
Koran, but the Mohammedanism of so many of the Nupes is such a 
strange mixture of paganism and Islam, that it is not surprising to  
find that their teachers were themselves in error about many things.” 

S. M. ZWEMER. 

A. W. Banfield and J. L. Macintyre. 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 1915. 

Z. 
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A Hausa Botanical Vocabulary. By John M. Dalziel, M.B., B.Sc., 
D.T.M. West African Staff. Price 6/6d. Pp. 118. London: 
T. Fisher Unwin. 1916. 

The aim of this vocabulary is to record the Hausa names of many 
of the more common plants of Northern Nigeria, giving at the same 
time the scientific name where known, along with a brief definition 
of the plant and in many cases an indication of its natlve use and of 
the products associated wlth it. 

It will be of assistance to all, especially medical missionaries whose 
duties involve the acquiring of information regarding native produce, 
and may serve to suggest to  them the lines of further inquiry. 

The Romanized colloquial is used throughout and an index of 
botanical terms is given a t  the end. 

World Statistics of Christian Missions. Containing a Directory of 
Missionary Societies, a Classified Summary of Statistics, and an 
Index of Mission Stations throughout the World. By Professor 
Harlan P. Beach, M.A., D.D., F.R.G.S., and Burton St. John, 
B.A., B.D. Pp. 148. $2.00 net. Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America, 95 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
1916. 

This volume is in succession to  the Statistical Atlas of Christian 
Missions, prepared for the World Missionary Conference, 1910, and 
to the more inclusive World Atlas of Christian Missions, published 
in 1911. It brings all the materials in these two volumes up to  date, 
with the exception of the Tables of Missions to  the Jews and the maps. 
This book bases its Station Index references on the maps in the for- 
mer volumes, and while of high worth used independently, it is doubly 
valuable to those who have either of the former volumes. By. a 
comparison of the stations mentioned in the very full index wlth 
maps of Moslem lands and the districts of India and China where the 
Moslem population is prominent, the student will be able to construct 
for himself a map of the occupied and unoccupied sections of the 
Moslem world. These statistics although not classified for thls 
purpose yet show very clearly the neglect of the problem and the need 
of workers to occupy pioneer fields such as Afghanistan, Central and 
West Arabia and portions of North Africa. 

Leavening the Levant. By Joseph K. Greene, D.D. Price, $1.50 

One who has been fifty-one years in Turkey and has seen the proc- 
ess of leavening the whole lump of Turkish social life and thought 
by the vital forces of western education and the ministry of friend- 
ship through hospitals and relief work, here describes the land and 
peoples of Turkey. He lays bare political, racial and moral problems 
involved in the work of evangelisation and also deals with the his- 
tory of the Armenian massacres, the story of the pioneer missionaries 
and the development of the thorough and far-reaching educational 
system from primary schools to colleges and divinity schools estab- 
lished by the American Mission. 

Not only did Dr. Greene live within Turkey during the most 
critical and revolutionary period of its modern history, but he was 
himself an important factor in that history. This is consequently an 
intensely interesting book. The author says in his preface that his 
object is not to write a history of the work of the American Board 
but to set forth its object in sending forth missionaries, and to indi- 

Z. 

Z. 

net. Pp. 353. New York: The Pilgrim Press. 1916. 
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cate the agencies and methods adopted. Dr. Greene lived in the 
centre of events he describes. 

Dr. James L. Barton in his introduction describes the volume as 
“a trustworthy record and a reliable discussion of what now is, 
leaving another chapter to be added when the next page of Ottoman 
history is turned.” The book contains three excellent maps and over 
one hundred pictures, the entire profits of its sale are devoted to  
Armenian relief. 

How to Learn a Language (Phonetic Method). By Thomas F. 

To  the question, “How to learn a language,” this book gives a 
very practical answer, not by the printed page of abstract grammar 
or of literature-though that may be a subordinate aid-but first and 
last, by the ear and by the tongue. I n  studying Arabicor Chinese, 
to master the intricacies of vowels and consonants, of high and low 
pitches, of slides, slurs, glides and stops, of labials, dentals, pre- 
palatals, palatals, nasals, fricatives and trills, it is beside the point 
to cast the burden of it all upon the eye, as former learners have been 
inclined to do. Other major principles of Rlr. Cummings’ “ Phonetic 
Inductive Method” are these: the unit of language is not the letter 
or even the word, h i t  the sentence; we should take complex sentences 
a t  the very start; there must be a nice discrimination as to not only 
the sound of the individual letter and the general timbre of the voice, 
but also the peculiar “sentence rhythm, melody, or tune” of the lan- 
guage under study. 

The cnd is such ready use of thc native idiom that it shall be auto- 
matic; the means are tlie untiring repetition of “Drill Tables” like those 
found on pp. 68-98, and tlie cultivation of the ability to hear every- 
thing that goes on about you. 

This method, clearly enough expressed in a hundred pages, has 
already proved signally valuable in the Punjab, in China, in Persia 
and, with modifications, is the one now being followed so successfully 
by Canon W. H. T. Gairdner a t  the Cairo Study Centre for the 
study of colloquial Arabic. 

L’Ethiopie et les Convoitises Allemandes. By Pierre-Alype. Paris 

This book has been published a t  a niost opportune time just when 
the map of Africa is about to be rcconstructed. The motive that 
failed the author in writing this volume is twofold. In 1911, Ger- 
many claimed rights on Djibouti; i n  the occupation of which she saw 
the possihility of threatening the British power both a t  Perim and 
Aden and this in order to put an obstacle in the route to India which 
she intended to attack by land through Persia and Mesopotamia. 
Secondly, by ejecting France from .4byssinia, she wanted to attack 
England in the Cape Colony. “I1 faudrnit qu’un nouveau trait6 au 
sujet de 1’Afrique atbibufit 1’Egypte i la zone d’intCr4ts de la Grande- 
Bretagne; le Maroc i celle de la France; 1‘Abyssinie b celle de l’Alle- 
magne.” 

This book begins with a description, geographical, economic and 
ethnographic of this great African Empire. The Abyssinians are a 
proud race; they belong to the Coptic church and they victoriorisly 
resisted the various attempts a t  Islamisation. Then follows a biblio- 
graphical sketch of Nenelik and his successor Lizz-Teassu. 

The bonds of friendship between Ethiopia and France are deeply 
rooted. They go back to the beginning of the seventeenth century. 

A. E. Z. 

Cumniings. New York. 1916. Pp. 98. 

A. H. H. 

and Nancy: nerger-Levrault. Pp. 500. 7 frs. 50. 1917. 
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In  1906 we see England, France and Ih ly  unite in order to  safeguard 
the integrity of the Ethiopian Empire. 

“L’Abyssinie parait dans toute 1’Afrique le seul pays qui soit 
&stink B garder une compl6te indkpendance; on devra se fhliciter de 
son maintien, la race abyssine mkritant, par ses qualitCs morales et 
intellectuelles, de garder la direction de ses destinkes. La France 
comme 1’Angleterre et  I’ltalie trouvent la garantie de leurs propres 
intbsts dans celle de I’indkpendance abyssine.” 

The last 150 pages of the book contain series of treaties and con- 
ventions that ruled the relations of the European powers with Ethio- 
pia. “Ces documents, dans leur froide rigiditk feront apparltre, 
plus ncttement qu’aucune dkmonstration, le caract6re illbgitime e t  
insolite des convoitises allemandes.” F, T. DUPRE. 

New Life of Mohamed.-The Paris Book Club (11, Rue de Cha- 
teaudun) has concluded arrangements with hlr. Henry Piazza, the 
Paris publisher, to produce an English edition, which will be uniform 
with the French edition, of the new forthcoming work “The life of 
Mohamed, Prophet of Allah,” text and illustrations in colours by 
the famous Oriental painter, E. Dinet. The English edition will be 
published exactly a t  the same time as the French edition, about the 
end of October next. The work will comprise thirty-five coloured 
plates with twelve decorative pages with text in colours and gold. 
The issue will be a liniited one, 125 copies on imperial Japanese 
vellum at 218. This work is dedicated to the memory of the val- 
iant Moslem soldiers of France and England who, in the sacred cause 
of right, justice, and humanity, have piously sacrificed their lives 
in the great war of the nations. 
Maxims and Reflections. Translated from the Persian by S. Khuda 

Bukhsh. London: J. hl.  Dent & Sons, Ltd. Pp. 86. 3/6 net. 
1916. 

The author is well-known from his earlier books, Islamic: Civilisa- 
lion, Essays: Indian arid Islamic, etc., etc. The manuscript from 
which the translation is made came to his hands by accident a t  an old 
book-stall. The author is unknown. The material is, however, 
modern and echoes Western writers, including quotations from Tenny- 
son and Swinburne, Pushkin and Gissing. Two of these reflections 
show the spirit of modernism and that of the Persian Mystic: “Dost 
thou go Mekka to seek thy God, to atone for thy sins? Fool! Dost 
thou travel so far to seek Him who is nearer to thee than thy shadow? 
Dost thou undertake SO long a journey for that which lieth within 
thyself? Would’st thou find God? Search thine own heart. For 
either He or Shadan dwelleth there.” “0 Prophet of God!” said an 
inquiring woman, “hast thou not taught that God loveth human 
beings more than a woman loveth her new-born babe? Then, pray 
explain : How can He condemn human beings to  the everlasting tor- 
ture of Genenna?” The messenger of God sat speechless, tears 
trickled dorm his cheeks, no answer left his lips. And we-we, 
with our boasted knowledge and light-what explanation can we offer 
of those hideous exhibitions of lust. rapine, and destruction which 
daily and hourly disgrace and desecrate the fairest realms of Civili- 
sation, and convert this beautiful Earth of ours into the veriest Hell? 
Should we say with the philosopher: Whatever is, is right? Or, with 
the poet, should we look eagerly forward to that glowing consumma- 

z. tion when Good will be the final goal of Ill?” 


